MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING
It was an immense task for Moscow to undertake; there
was no experience of similar work in Russia, there was an
inadequate supply of trained workers and an almost complete
absence of equipment. We were told that there were
actually no wheelbarrows till the foreign workers insisted
on them. A competent foreign observer states that he had
seen certain statistics showing the number of man/hours
spent upon the work. "They were prodigious, but this
was partly due, I imagine, to the necessity to use crude
labour for want of the necessary specialized plant and
equipment/'
The same observer adds that with the experience that has
been gained from the building of the first line, he expects
their second to be "a more efficient piece of work alto-
gether."
In spite of being expensive, the work was carried through
quickly, if we can accept the figures given by Kaganovich,
who states that the 12 kilometres of subway in Moscow
were finished in three and a half years, whereas in Berlin
the first subway of n kilometres took six years; he quotes
other instances, none of which approach the Moscow record
in speed.
There is no doubt that they have succeeded in building
a good railway. Without necessarily agreeing with Perchik's
view that "the subway of the Revolution is a revolution in
subways," or that "in quality, the Moscow subway is far
in advance of all subways abroad," yet it is undoubtedly
true that the Metro gives a rapid and reliable service at
reasonable fares. It is claimed that it carried 76,000,000
passengers in the first year without an accident.
It is also true that the architects have succeeded in
making the stations look bright and cheerful. The good
lighting, the free use of varied types of marble, and the
absence of advertisements, no doubt account for the fre-
quency with which visitors are said to describe the halls of
the stations as "palaces."
Not only has the government done a good job in building
the Metro, but there is no doubt that the whole of Russia
feds proud of it. In medieval days the whole people of a
town joined together to build a cathedral. So in Moscow
the people joined to build the Metro; and regard it to-day
with the same pride as a thing of beauty, their common
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